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DNA TESTING FOR FORMER SEX AND DRUG OFFENDERS 

10. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police: 

(1) Is the minister aware that 42.6 per cent of drug offenders convicted in the 10 years from 1989 to 1999 
went on to commit more serious crimes? 

(2) Is the minister aware that, according to the most recent data available, 31 per cent of convicted rapists 
in Western Australia had already previously committed a violent crime and 58 per cent had re-
offended?   

(3) Given that Western Australia has the highest rate of recidivism in Australia, why is the minister 
refusing to extend police DNA testing to all former sex and drug offenders convicted in Western 
Australia?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)-(3) I suggest that the member opposite acquaint himself with the federal Liberal Party policy and with the 

model legislation that we were given by the federal Government.  I note that due to our strengthening 
that legislation, there has been some contention about whether the federal Government would involve 
Western Australia in a national DNA database.  I can confirm that after some discussion and 
compromise, Western Australia will be included in a national DNA database.  In comparison, the 
federal Liberal Party position is a very soft position.  It wanted us to DNA test only those people who 
had been convicted of an offence that carries a penalty of five or more years in jail or who were 
suspected of an offence that carries a penalty of five or more years in jail.  We have the toughest 
legislation in the country.  Everyone who is convicted of an offence that carries a penalty of one or 
more years in jail is tested under our regime.  I suggest that the member for Kalgoorlie do a little more 
homework.  In the United Kingdom an enormous percentage of the so-called bread and butter offenders 
- that is, those people who start with home burglary, car theft and the like - progress to more serious 
crimes.  Nearly all the people who commit rapes, murders and very serious crimes have started with 
those lower level crimes.  Significant evidence indicates that the approach we are taking is based on the 
best worldwide evidence available.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  It is a weak approach.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The very persons whom the member for Kalgoorlie is condemning are members of the 
federal Liberal Government, because its approach is the weakest of all.   

House adjourned at 4.05 pm 
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